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" David 8. Nivison, “Hsun Tzu and Chuang Tzu,” in Chinese Texts and Philosophical Contexts:

Essays Dedicated to Angus C. Graham, ed. Henry Rosemont, Jr. (La Salle, IL: Open Court,
1991), pp. 130-31: “One seems to see this concept of the mind most clearly in Hsun Tzu’s
essay ‘Dispelling Obsession’, in which there are obvious Taoist overtones. Thus the enlightened
man’s mind is like a still pan of water (compare the Taoist image of the mind as a mirror,
Chuang Tzu 7), reflecting reality without distortion. . . . Here I describe a Hsun Tzu that is
readily found. It is now tempting to suggest that in taking this stance Hsun Tzu does follow
Chuang Tzu, but rejects the Taoist assumption. . . .”
Aaron Stalnaker, “Aspects of Xunzi’s Engagement with Early Daoism,” Philosophy East and
West 53, no. 1 (January 2003), p. 87: “To the extent that contemporary work on Xunzi’s
account of the mind has recognized his engagement with Daoism, it has focused on his debt to
Zhuangzi. While Xunzi did borrow from Zhuangzi, the character and nature of this borrowing
have not yet been completely understood.”
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A Comparative Study of Theories of Argument
Put Forward by Zhuangzi and Xunzi

(Abstract)

Ho Che Wah

To the extent that contemporary scholars Feng Youlan, Wang Shumin, and Cui Dahua
recognize Xunzi’s engagement with Daoism, they have focused on his debt to the
Zhuangzi. While Xunzi did borrow from the Zhuangzi, the phrases and nature of this
borrowing have not yet been completely understood.

Xunzi did pay a great deal of attention to theories of argument. In the “Fei
xiang” chapter, Xunzi said, “A gentleman would definitely argue.” However, in
the “Bu gou” chapter, he stated, on the contrary, that a gentleman with high virtues
could make himself understood even by saying nothing. This article attempts to
bring out the discussions on Xunzi’s theories of argument which intended to engage
a debate with Zhuangzi. On the other hand, by pointing out the evidence, this article
also proves that Xunzi did borrow some phrases and expressions about theories of
argument from the Zhuangzi.

The particular focus is on the conceptual relationship between the argument
theories in the Xunzi and that in the Zhuangzi. The author points out that in taking
these stances Xunzi did follow Zhuangzi and this element was incorporated into the
thought of the Xunzi. However there were cases where Xunzi did reject Zhuangzi’s
assumptions.

Keywords: Zhuangzi Xunzi theories of argument “Tian xia” chapter
“Zheng ming” chapter
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