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-and the Ways

The Structure of Ch nese C

(A Summary)

Chow Kwok-ching

This is an investigation on how Chinese graphs signify meaning from the perspective
of the encoding and decoding processes. A framework featuring phonic-signification, iconic-
signification and signal-signification is established. It is discovered that phonic-signification
which operates on the conventional relationship between a pronunciation and its relevant
ing is uni ich bear iconic similarity with the
iconic-signification. And the

nal relationship which the visual

things/state of affairs they repres@e,}
signal-signification naturallyen = )
structure of a graph forms with whgﬂt:repre&ents

Archaic iconic-graphs, i.e., those traditionally called xiangxing %% , zhishi 1§% and
huiyi % , make use of all three kinds of signification. In the case of xingsheng graphs
% |, contrary to common understanding, what signifies the meaning is the shengfu =#¥
by way of phonic-signification rather than the xingfu 7#F whose major function is to
distinguish homonyms. Graphs such as nung “ # 82~ R IR > are no more extraordinary
than average xingsheng graphs. Jiajie graphs fRf&F function in the same way as the
shengfu in a xingsheng graph.

In all kinds of graphs, signal-signification plays an important role. This is a fact which
must be recognized to account for the many phenomena the traditional liushu 7<% theory
fails to explicate satisfactorily.




