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On the Tushan g Wen:

Fang Clan of

(A Summary)

Andrew C. Hsieh

Critics have long affirmed the literary accomplishment of Fang Wen 3 (1612-1669)
of Tungcheng county ¥ , an eminent poet of the late Ming and early Qing. Furthermore,
they have examined the Fang clan in a number of contexts — its landholdings to its political
and intellectual achievements. However, the. complexities of this clan’s political behaviour
during the Ming—Qing transitio} i A careful reading of Fang Wen’s
poetic work, the Tushar , g’ this time members of this clan
displayed a variety of pol me remained loyal to the Ming, and refused to
acknowledge the Qing; others pammpated actively in the anti-Qing movement; still others
served the Qing; and finally, a number styled themselves yimin ;& , while maintaining
close ties with the Qing bureaucracy either by serving in the capacity of “private secretaries”
(muyou FK ) or “guests” (ke % ). What is more, such a mixture of political behaviour
within the same clan was not unique to the Fangs. Indeed, the Zhangs and the Yaos, both of
the same county ##3E KBS and both having marital relations with the Fangs, as well as
the Wangs of Taicang county K& FE X in Jiangsu, also exhibited similar patterns of political
behaviour in the early Qing. The discovery of such patterns of behaviour across entire clans
calls into question the indiscriminate use of the term yimin and demonstrates a clear need to
examine further the relationships, both in the familial and social contexts, between the Ming
yimin and officials of the Qing bureaucracy.




