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overlooked Role in
in Song China, 960-1279

(A Summary)

Zou Chonghua

Scholars who study private education in the Song dynasty have mainly focused on private
academies (shuyuan) while the role of xiang xiansheng (private teacher) in private educa-
tion has been overlooked.
This article is an original study f ang Xi
Sichuan area as a case in poi
The writer first disguss

sheng. The present writer chooses the

iansheng before the Qin dynasty and
in the Song dynasty, and tl s i detail the role played by xiang xiansheng in
education in the Song Sicl a. The writer finds that many famous scholars were
taught by xiang xiansheng, including persons whose families had a tradition of family
education, and many famous scholars taught students as xiang xiansheng. A female xiang
xiansheng has been identified.

The relation between xiang xiansheng and the civil service examinations is discussed
in the article. The writer compares the role of xiang xiansheng in private education with
that of the private academies in Song Sichuan in order to prove further the importance of
xiang xiansheng.

The conclusion is as follows: Private education (except family education) was not just
provided by private academies but also by xiang xiansheng in Song Sichuan. The
importance of private academies in the Song dynasty has been exaggerated. The role of
xiang xiansheng surpassed that of private academies in terms of their overall historical
duration, geographical distribution and coverage- of Ee;véls of education. We must not ignore
the xiang xiansheng who had coi i niversal education and intellectual
culture in the Song dyna




