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Cao Pi's Criticism on Literature by Means of Qi
A Reinterpretation

(A Summary)

Fan Sin Piu

Cao Pi’s famous “On Literature” is usually considered the first essay in China to dlSCUS&
literature in a comprehensive fashion. In view of Cao’s repeated use of the word gi &, modem?
scholars of literary criticism regard him as the founder of the Theory of Wengi (3C53). In
addition, clear gi and murky gi, as stated in the essay, is related to the literary styles of yanggang
FE M) and yinrouBEZE. And it is further argued that Cao is promoting the former style. However,
when one analyses the text carefully, one cannot help suspecting if Cao ever conceived of all
this systematically. Qi, as it seems to the author, bears philosophical sense rather than literary
sense. Positive characteristics of a man or a piece of work are attributed to clear gi whereas
negative characteristics, murky gi. This usage of gi is commonly found in the literature of the
same period. Therefore, this paper concludes that Cao is merely employing different gi to
label good and bad literary works. The essay does not discuss:literary style, let alone promote
a yanggang one.



