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A Study on Choson Korea’s Dabaotan: The Reasons
and Process of Its Founding and Its Significance

(A Summary)

Sun Weiguo

Choson is one of the most typical tributaries of Ming China since Choson regards mohwa
FE#E (the admiration of Chinese culture) and sadae X (the recognition of China as its
suzerain state) as its fundamental attitudes to Ming. Moreover, Choson is in a deep gratitude
to Ming since Ming defended and rebuilt Choson from Hidiyoshi’s invasion. At the same
time, Choson tried to strengthen its relations with Ming by respecting Zhou and longing for
Ming even after Choson became a tributary of Qing. The founding of Dabaotan is one of the
most important examples of “Choson’s longing for Ming and belittling Qing” since three
Ming Emperors had been offered sacrifice there for about two centuries. The sacrificing to the
Ming Emperors is not only a signal of Choson’s gratitude to Ming but also the sign of Choson’s
succeeding to Ming’s Chinese legitimacy. By studying the Dabaotan, we can apprehend
Choson’s two completely different aspects of its cultural attitudes towards Qing: politically,
Choson is one of the typical tributaries of Qing; but culturally, Choson considers the Manchus
barbarians, and it belittled Qing dynasty. We cannot outline the characteristics of the relation
between Qing and Choson unless’we understand the two completely different aspects of
Choson’s attitudes to Qing.



