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A Study of the Panyu City of the Nanyue Kingdom

(A Summary)

Chen Zehong

Drawing on historical sources and archaeological finds, this essay presents an analytical
study of the size and layout of the Panyu city of the Nanyue kingdom founded by Zhao
Tuo during the early Han dynasty. It shows that the ten-square /i Zhao Tuo cheng was
only the palace city of the Panyu city, capital of the Nanyue kingdom. As state capital,
Panyu city commanded vibrant political, military, commercial, and handicraft production
functions. Inside the palace city was a grandiose group of palaces, halls, and parks; outside
the city, in the eastern and northeastern corners of the Panyu city were areas of handicraft
production and burial grounds. The western section of the city saw the residential quarters
of the princes, members of the aristocracy, and quarters for external contacts and reception
of traders and visitors. The northern section of the city was the residential area of the
middle and lower classes, whereas the nothwestern section was the burial ground of the
royal family, the site of religious worships and sacrifices and resort area. The southern
section of the city to the bank of the Pearl River was the administrative quarters of the
officials, whereas the area south of the River was also the living quarters of the residents.
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Keywords: Zhao Tuo cheng, Panyu city, Nanyue Kingdom, Pearl River archaeological finds
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