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“[In Chinese] poetry tsuei does not mean quite the same thing as ‘drunk’, ‘intoxicated’,
or ‘inebriated’, but rather means being mentally carried away from one’s normal
preoccupations.”  FCBE [ | v (B 4 B 2 0 » 6 R R ARAT A0 - R (Y -
INHE + B2 )G ) SRR A BT — {1 e 2 B T AN T R T TR -
o o LIS o AN o R RERE > RILES o | AR . B R —
S (ER T EAT IR TR T 2208 1 A e 2 3R R R4 R B0 Blg ) 5 T L
25 LR RS B G f e IR R RS o FL TR S RET R
> " S B A BT T AR 5 R O R R T R S LK
WO ¢ [ S o | Ju R — A TE IS LA - 8RB A
{910 AU AR R IS SRS AR AR BT GRTR ) 30 » A0T B A8 > 4
IR RSB | o E R ) B A B T — B e R AT 2 5 1 B AV < [
HORETE » LA EE R o | b = 4F (900) MBI 4R (B » AT — ol [ R L o 12
7 TR RO > ™ G PRI 5 BB - W TE P B 2 AL > BUBEAR
s ) 5 i YRR LE PR 0L 1 R0 0 T 40K O B » DA T W 0 7 Oy Rk
BT — ] 3 Z % > 2 E4E 1920 4E 8] 1933 45 H % 2 AR o °° WKL AL 6 2 BT LARE
BTSN FEEE - REE R R AR R BN S LB i3
(RIS AR R AR AR LA IO E B o RS - SRR TERL - o
WK~ R - BRI > EORAAR EAEHE o | 5 Ah— (8 S5 A 5 R R G T
% —ERE A > B HB TP IR0 AE Sy o 35 B BLACHE 6 5L RORHER (9 9

7 James J. Y. Liu, The Art of Chinese Poetry (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962), pp. 58—

59. FRARF At 2 PR 25 Ath 5 IRF A 52 R 2 v B v 90— B RO RE L o FRER A — i 2 % > A
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R - AT - GRERRIENT) (Lo - hERR > 1996 4F) » E 700 o
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CHRTFY > (PUEEFIA > EEET) » B 116 o 72 R BIBEE S F K FERZ I 55— B 1Y)
FRAA RN RREE « [0 DI T B E o JRE LA E B AR 5
AREA R o TR A SO REEE A ARE - fEA S MR DR 2 IRBIA RS2
b > FRAM A RN 5 B PR O 3 T BR A i A B A IR R D) B R o FRARLA A Fi 2
At 7] FE A FIR 53— YT IR e T P Al SRS LR N o At ACHEARIA K OB R AT
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B AE ~ RAR - G EE) (bt - LR > 1991 4F) > H—O LRy » H 305 -
BIMSE  CEAE) (bat - PIEEER - 1975 4F) > H O FWEEL LY > H 770 -

BI% B9 QRS i M A e R O RS A PEEE © (17 MU > fe sl - 3R
HERTAN o 1 RFREHAR - BRI IR - MRS - BAEER o | (G - | 1376)
2] David M. Kennedy et al., The American Pagent: A History of the Republic, 12th ed.
(New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2002), pp. 732-34 -
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“Yuanming Fell into Wine and Verse”: Su Shi’s He
Tao Shi and a Re-evaluation of Tao Qian’s Poetry

(A Summary)

Vincent Yang

In the eyes of many modern Chinese critics Tao Qian towers as a supreme poet. Both his
person and works have commanded exuberant praise. However, during the long stretch of
time from Tao’s own era until more than half a millennium after his death, he had been
by and large seen only as a secondary poet. His rise to pre-eminence owed chiefly to Su
Shi’s devoted promotion of his works. Taking Su’s statement identifying himself with Tao
at its face value, critics tend to stress their resemblance at the expense of their difference
and thereby argue that the former, like the latter, exhibits in his He Tao shi, poems written
to match Tao’s, a similar desire to flee from the political arena to a seclusive world of his
own. This essay demonstrates that Su and Tao, notwithstanding their similarities, stand as
far apart from each other as the two ends of a pole. In fact, while seemingly exalting Tao,
Su never ceases to be critical of Tao, so much so that in many ways the matching poems
are actually the very antipodes of Tao’s works. Motivated by his political needs, Su’s
promotion of Tao serves mainly as a ploy to draw the attention of his foes away from him.
Failing to see the political function of Tao to Su and Su’s subtle yet consistent criticism of
Tao, critics in general have since then hailed Tao as a poetic embodiment of perfection. In
re-evaluating Tao’s poetry, this essay removes from Tao the halo with which critics have
arbitrarily enshrouded him and presents instead his person and poetry in light of textual
and historical contexts.

B N BEE Huhn AR e

Keywords: wine, seclusion, politics, high principles, criticism
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