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The Dk’iklferences of Academic Approach between the Northern and
Southern Scholars in the Early T'ang Period, and their Influence

(A Summarsy)
MOU JUN SUN

As Mr. Ch’en Yin-k’o has pointed out so clearly, the ruling class of the
early T’ang period was composed of Northerners (B F %) % % ®). Peo-
ple from the Shan-tung area—who were former su of the Northern

This kind of loca scrimination was brutally brought into light by the
power-struggles which occured between the various factions at the Court
when, in the seventeenth year of the Chen-kuan era, Emperor T’ang T’ai-
tsung replaced the original Crown Prince. The author of this paper has
already presented a communnication on the subject of the replacement of
the Crown Prince (Conference of Asian History, Hong Kong, 1964), and
wishes here to add some complementary considerations to that former
communication.

The intellectual conflict between southern and northern scholars ap-
pears very clearly in the various interpretations they give.of historical
events in their hlstorlographlcal Works. In hlS Liang Yao Ssu-lien

to say that it wa:
of the kingdom. 1 the other 51de, in complete opposition with Yao’s
point of view, Wei Chiing pointed out that the monarch’s interests in the

“mystical doctrine” (hsiian hsiieh) and buddhist studies, had been harmful
to the affairs of the State. When writing the Ch’en History, Yao Ssu-lien
not only refrained from criticizing Ch’en Hou-chu, he even gave special
praise for his literary talents; as for the reasons which had led to the fall
of Ch’en, he saw them only as the shortcomings of a political system inherit-
ed from the tradition. Against this interpretation, Wei Chiing, on the
contrary, threw light on the mistakes of Ch’en Hou-chu, and added that a
country whose ruler is too fond of literature is likely to be doomed. Yao
himself had been an official of the former Ch’e and when writ-
ing the Ch’en History he was continuing tradition of his own
family; in his jud s.and’ opir he is reflecting the attitude of his
father, Yao Ch’a se bxograp ‘:‘y is included in the Ch'en History.
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In his Ch’ou History, Ling-hu Te-fen violently attacks Yii Hsin; but
Yii Hsin, when he arrived in Chou, had actually enjoyed there the grea-
test consideration, both from the Court and the unofficial circles. So why
Ling-hu did vilify him in such a way? We learn from the K’un Hsiieh
Chi Wen that T’ang T’ai-tsung was very fond of Yii Hsin’s prose; Ling-
hu purposely attacked Yii Hsin, in order to warn T’ai-Tsung against the
dangers of being too deeply enthralled with literary interests—showing
thus an attitude similar to that of Wei Chiing. Ling-hu, who came from
Liang-chou, and later on moved to the Kuan-chung 4rea, was a leading
personahty among the hlstor1ans of th ademic circles. At the
as ‘appointed as one of the main
nions and judgments, he is following

the trends of northern scholarshlp.

After the troubles of the Yung-chia era, most of that part of the
nobility which was fond of “pure talk” and “mystical doctrine”, followed
the Chin Court, and emigrated to the South, while those intellectuals who
remained in the North or withdrew to Liang-chou, were faithful followers
of the ancient tradition of Han and Wei scholarship. People like Su Ch’o,
Wang T’ung and Ling-hu Te-fen belonged to this type of scholar, who,
living under a foreign domination and reflecting on the causes which had
led to disaster for their country, were bitterly critical of that empty sophis-
try which had developed since the Cheng-shih era. What they were op-
posed to, was thus (1) the “mystical doctrir nd. its ‘sophistry; (2) the
southern style essays. But these. we What T’ang T’ai-tsung
was most fond of—as it y-the way he grieved at the death of
Yii Shih-nan.

The “mystical doctrine” with its emphasis on sophistics, had develop-
ed mostly in the South. But, as the unification of the country by the Sui
and the T’ang dynasty had mostly been carried out by northerners, the
southern nobility could not regain its former importance, and, as a conse-
quence, the intellectual disciplines it cultivated, lost its influence. Although
T’ang T’ai-tsung was himself personally fond of the southern culture, his
northern ministers discouraged literary activities, and, in the examination
system, it was not before the time of Empress Wu Tse-t’ien, that scholars
could gain admission on the basis of their literary achievement—sthis has
been very pertinently pointed out by Mr. Ch’en Yink’o. .The commen-
taries on the classics, as worked out by K’ung Ying-ta and other scholars,
were only used as a stereotype designed for the formal requirements of the
examinations, while the southern ir b@llb%tual trends fell interrupted.




