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A Comparative Study of the Three Imperial
Commentaries on the Lao-tzi (Part 1)

(A Summary)

T R
oL ting commentaries on the Lao-tzif, there are three works which
were compiled by individual rulers of the Chinese empire, namely, Emperor Hsiian-tsung of the
T’ang, Emperor Hui-tsung of the Northern Sung, and Emperor T’ai-tsu, the founder of the Ming
Dynasty. In this critical study, Professor Liu Ts’un-yan of the Australian National University gives
not only a detailed analysis of the three above-mentioned imperial commentaries which bears
some interest on the development of Chinese political philosophy and tactics, but also cites related
passages from about forty other commentaries on the famous Taoist classic. The authors of these
commentaries lived from the eighth century to the middle of the fourteenth century.




