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Politicalﬁ\ Deterioration and Collective Disturbance
in China, 1796 to 1911

(A Summary)

Kenneth C. K. Liang

f the sources of social disturbance in
China during the 1796 = It aims to assess the relative effects of
economic decay and political deterloratlon on the generation of social disturbance. The
single source of data is the Ta-CK’i ing Li-ch’ao Shih-lu (Veritable Records of the Successive
Reigns of the Ch’ing Dynasty), which are daily summaries of officials’ reports to the
throne and the emperors’ edicts on all important happenings in the Empire. Data were
originally collected, coded, and computerized by the “Social Movements Project,” Depart-
ment of Sociology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U. S. A.

Results from data analysis generally support D. Snyder and C. Tilly’s argument
that the principal, immediate sources of collective violence are political *

The magnitude of social disturbance has been found associated with two separate
classes of social phenomena, ie., economic decay and political deterioration. The effects
of economic decay and political deterioration on the generation of social disturbance were
found linearly independent (r=0.12). Jointly, these two factors accounted for more
than half of the total variance of social disturbance (R=0.76) Howéfzer their individual
contributions to the generation of soc1al dlsturba e were not | .. Political deterioration
appeared to be a far more influcntial facte . n generating mass action
incidents (r=0.72, 0.

These findings’
two, and five years lags
to social disturbance.

This paper |

;f\:lrther confirmed by lagged correlation analyses in which one,
¢“imposed on economic decay and political deterioration relative

*D. Snyder & C. Tilly, “

ship and Collective Violence in France, 1830 to 1960,” American Sociological
Review, 1972, 37: 520.532.



