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A Study of sheng .shih

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan-io

Sheng shih % % was a kind of popular song in the T’ang dynasty. It was

related to two kinds of music at that time: (1) the music used in.singing and dancing

performances, and (2) folk songs.

The w0rds of Nere either of the type

of the songs of ¢

mg%sed indep ndently, whereas in ta ch’ii, two or more
songs written with& fixed melody and rhythm were grouped together. They were
produced by scholars who followed strict tonal patterns and rhythmic schemes of
the “Modern Style Verse” #1885: . Each line has five or seven words. Occasionally,
there may be variation in the number of syllables in a line. In this respect, sheng

In tsa ch'i, s

shih bears a resemblance to poems of the T’ang dynasty. Each sheng shih piece
carries a fixed tone-pattern i~ 7 . many of which are similar to the tone-
patterns of the ¢z’u of the T’ang and Sung dynasties. On this basis, some people
have suggested that the sheng shih was a predecessor of the zz’u, but this is no more
than a suggestion. '

Mr. Jén firh-pei fE—4t is the only stholar who has in rece t .years made a

serious study of the sheng shih. Some OE his_writings en very suggestive.

s ‘'we know, been collected

at his writings ‘have -
and published in b orm yet.. In this artlcle'wI try to organise the material of
sheng shih on the ba of Mr. Jéns study. During my research, I gradually realized
that my viewpoint was somewhat different from that of Mr. Jen. For example, in
Mr. Jen’s view that sheng shih consists of a fixed number of lines each with a fixed
number of syllables, otherwise it becomes tz’u, 1 have, however, found a large num-
ber of examples which show that under certain conditions, sheng shih allows minor
variations in the number of syllables and lines. As I define sheng shik as songs sung
in a banquet, I include in this genre many songs of ta ch’i and exclude many
Buddhism songs with a strong didactic flavour. This is also a departure from Mr.

Jen.

However, it is a pity

This essay consists of six parts. The first part traces the or1gm of the name of
sheng shih and its development according to hlStOI‘lC&l Tecor ¢ “second part
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known pieces, while for the rest only thelr sources are given in order to save space.
The fourth part deals

with the methods of composition of sheng shih and the
characteristics of its rhymes. The fifth part discusses the problem of ho sheng T
(harmony) and the relationship between sheng shih of the T'ang and the tz’u of the
Sung dynasty. In my opinion, sheng shih was one of the factors that hastened the
appearance of the tz’u. Finally, some sheng shih of the Sung dynasty which
“survived” up till now are cited to show that sheng shih had by that time lost its
brilliance and liveliness. The #z’u became popular towards the end of the T’ang
dynasty. Since then, the sheng shih style fell into disuse.




