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the ‘Shang Dynasty
P‘erlodlzatlon on Chinese Ancient Jades

(A Summary)

Yang Chien-fang

1e period of appro-

ximately six hundred thé styles and ways of

manufacturing jade articl - not, of course, remain static. Jade dagger-axes were
no exception. The author of this article has carried out typological research into
jade dagger-axes excavated from the sites of the early Shang in firh-li-t'ou of Ho-nan
g8 . of the middle Shang in firh-li-kang of Cheng-chou R E and
of the late Shang in An-yang #z fg and Hsiao-t'un /g . He classifies them and
points out their characteristics as follows:

In the early Shang, the yiian & of jade dagger-axe is comparatively longer (the
ratio of length to width is more than 3.5), with no ridges in the centre. The nei x
is relatively simple in structure. It assumes an irregular, flat, thin, rectangular shape.
Apart from the motifs of parallel intagliated cutting between ch’uan 2 and yiian
# , no other crests are ornamented. :

In the middle Shang, the yiian & ar
most bear no ridges in the
the protruding ridges are fl

‘ cially long, and

hich T : r1dges the upper edge of
d kblunt ‘while the surfaces of the undersides (i.e., the
surfaces of yian & ) are smoother. This must have been the primitive form of the
ridge of the jade dagger-axe. As for the structure of the nei @ , most of them
still took the shape of an irregular rectangle. Nevertheless, some appear in the form
of an elongated pointed tablet of jade. Sometimes, sawtoothed cuttings may be found
at the end of the nei &y . Distinct lan fg is incised at the junction of the yian &
and the nei |5 .

In the late Shang, most of the jade dagger-axes have short yian i (the ratio of
length to width is less than 3.5, or even less than 2), with ridges in their centre. The
protruding ridge is formed by two shallow, wavy troughs linked together, its upper
edge in sharp, while the two undersides (the surfaces of the yuan = ssume the
form of a concave trough. Thus, the form of the idge

is period is
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of the junction between the yiian 32 and the nei g and the rear part of the nei K,
serrated cog‘\s are engraved. Sometimes in addition to yiin wén & #(cloud patterns)
or shou mien wén BRE & (animal face patterns) are carved on net )3 . Furthermore,
characters are inscribed or written with red pigment on the surfaces of the yiani® .

In view of the development and continuity of a civilization, the same charac-
teristics may possibly be found in different periods. Nevertheless, from the
examination of additional adornments on the yiani% and the nei jy, we can observe
prominent differences in the forms and manufacture of jade dagger-axes in the early,

middle and late Shang. Thus, the latter reflects ‘stages of development.




