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The Corrosmn of the Feudal, Clan eld Systems in China
the Fifth Centuries B.C.—as Reflected in the
Shih-ching

(A Summary)

K.S. Lee

This article is written as a sequel to a previous paper entitled “
Chou Society as seen from the Shih-ching—and a Study of the Nat
the Western Chou” fE(&¥4 )4’5‘ 7 %igﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁ

the Institute of Chiné.

e Features of the Early
and Form of Society of
e B M (The Journal of
1l e Chine. iversity of Hong Kong, Vol.17 [1986], pp.
163-201), and it is b ly an attempti‘to look at the radical changes that took place in society
from the latter hal\‘ the: Western Chou to the mid Spring and Autumn period with special
reference to the Shih-ching. The evidence from the Shih-ching, as well as from other
documentary and archaeological sources prove, collectively, that the feudal order with a
hierarchy of feudal classes, the superstructure of fiefs and clans and the “well-field (3+H)”
economic system in existence during the Western Chou in China gradually declined from the
late Western Chou period onwards. This finding constitutes a key to the periodization of
ancient Chinese history. If “feudal society’” in China declined only from the late Western Chou
period onwards, there must have been in existence in China, before that period, a feudal society
at its preliminary stage and this points to the fact that the arguments put forth by the “feudal
society” school that the Western Chou was a feudal society are more convincing than those
presented by the “slave society” school. It is impossible for the latter to explain why a feudal
society at its preliminary stage was missing in China when, according herh the slave society
lingered on after the conquest of the Shan




