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The ¢z’'u Poe NC-OCVET 4
i e Sect of Religious Taoism

(A Summary)

S.H. WONG

The Seven Masters of the Ch’ian Chen Sect of Religious Taoism were Ma Yi (1123
1183), T’an Ch’u-tuan (1123-1185), Wang Ch’u-i (1142-1217), Liu Ch’u-hsiian (1147-1203),
Ch’iu Ch u-chi (1148 - 1227) Ho Ta-t’'ung (1140 - 1212) and, Sun‘ ~'(1 119-1 182), the wife

poetry to posterity, ¢ ying 18.55% of the total number of the tz'u poems of the above-
mentioned periods now in extant.

This paper is divided into two parts. The first part is a general survey of the subject matter
and characteristics of the form of the #z'u poetry of the Seven Masters. The second part gives a
brief account of the life history of the Seven Masters and a study of the 7z'u poems of each of
them.

The subject matter of the ¢z'u poems of the Seven Masters is mainly on Religious Taoism,
indicating that they had great enthusiasm in spreading the cultivation of the Taoist Way. A
dominant theme in their works is the elucidation of the amalgamation of the three religions,
i.e., Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism.

As to the form of 7z'u poems of the Seven Masters, it is important to point out, firstly, that
some of the 7z’u-p’ai & # (tunes) used by them in their poems ar; included in the Ch’in-ting
1z’u-pu BKE 7 3%, which was compiled in the Ch’ing,dynasty (1 1911) and has always been
regarded as the most co k_prehenswc work on the \ "tz 'u-poetry by literary critics. Thus
the works of the Seve 1 Masters have preserved what were neglected by the compilers of the
Ch’in-ting tz’u-p’u. Secondly, while the titles of some of the tunes used by the Seven Masters are
inherited from the rz'u writers of the past, the music of them is different. Thirdly, the Seven
Masters changed the titles but retained the music of some tunes. This is a practice often carried
out by noted tz’u writers during the Sung dynasty (960-1279). Fourthly, some of the
characters in the 7z'u poems of the Seven Masters are merely musical symbols without any
literal meaning and some of their poems carry short notes which indicate there are ho-sheng
% (interpolated sounds) in the poems. Fifthly, the Seven Masters used the form called
“ts’ang-t’ou ch’e-tzu” BIRHFF, which means that one component part of the last character of
the last line in the 7z’u poem becomes the first character in the first sentence, and that part of
the last character of the previous line becomes the first character of the following sentence, and
so on. Sixthly, the Seven Masters used vernacular language in their 7z’ poems, which was
employed as a means of proselytising the Taoist Religion. This is also an illustration of the
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enres of the Mongol period”

u-erh have each left behind ﬁnly 2 poems.
Therefore it is rather ult for us to make generalisation about the subject matter and the
styles of their work. Th her five masters have left so many ¢z’u poems that we have no lack
of material for the study of the various aspects of their #z'u writings.

Ma Y has left behind 881 ¢z'u poems. The works of Ma Yii are most representative, for
they can give us a full picture of the subject matter, themes and the characteristics of the form
of the Seven Masters’ 1z'u poems. The styles of the tz'u poems of the Seven Masters are very
similar. They are simple, lucid, and even colloquial, but often featured Taoist phrases.

Ch’iu Ch’u-chi is the youngest of the Seven Masters, but his ¢z'u poems have attained
great literary merit. Ch’iu may still be inferior to some of his contemporary ¢z’'u masters, yet it
is certain that he does deserve an important position among his fellow Ch’lian Chen Sect
writers in fz'u writing. As far as literary value is concerned, the best of his 1z’ poems are
yung-wu 7K4J (on mdrvrdual objects) However, there is:a great flaw in his techmque that is, he
. 1inspired Taoist phrases. This tends to




