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On the Similarities of the Wu- Style and

( Surﬂmary)

Kwong Kin Hung

In the collected works of Tu Fu there is a poem entitled “Sorrow” which is similar to the
au style (verse with a violated tone pattern), but is labelled instead as ‘“of the style of Wu” in
the original notes. This is the first occurance of the term “Wu style »’. Subsequently, four other
poets of Tang and Sung wrote eleven poems in this Wu style.

As to the differences and similarities of the Wu style poems and
are many different opinions. Some say that .are one “and
style have more violations: ai i =
It is the latter opinion th 1dely accepted\today

In this essay, I argu t there are difficulties in maintaining the theory accepted today.
There is no difference between the two styles.

This essay is divided into two parts. In the first part the prosodic features of these two
styles are discussed. It will be shown that the principles used to distinguish the two styles do not
include all significant and relevant aspects of the works. In the second part I discuss the content
and style. The conclusion of both parts is the same: no difference between the two styles can be
found.

§le poems there
‘only poems of the Wu
ome basic dissimilarities.




