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The Concept of Quan: A Textual Analysis of
Book 9 Article No. 30 of Lunyu

(A Summary)

Lam Yik:Chi

Quan # is an important concept in Lunyu #55. Confucius makes a significant comment on
quan in article No. 9.30. Therefore, by making a closer scrutiny to the article, the meaning of
quan would become clearer. This paper consists of three parts. Part one begins with an
examination of the word quan. Part two attempts to give a precise interpretation of the article.
Part three explores the reasons why guan is valued so highly in Confucius’ mind.

In part one, the original and extended meanings of quan are illustrated. By definition,
quan is a component of steelyard. As the position of quan can be adjusted while weighing
different objects, the meaning of quan is extended to “change accordingly.” The relationship
between guan and the theory of lever would also be explained.

Part two is further divided into five sections. In the first section, the original sequence of
the sentences in article 9.30 would be investigated and proved with evidence. This is very
important because the sequence affects the interpretationiof the article. From section two to
five, different stages of learning in Confuecius” mind are analyzed. To study (xue £2) is the
elementary stage, followed by.purtsuit of the Way (shidao 3B 3H) . After making efforts for
many years, people would have confidence in Way (/i 37) . Being confident and free from
doubt enable people to make moral judgment correctly ([#]) . Quan is at the top of the
hierarchy in moral theory because quan means the exercise of moral discretion.

Part three explores the reasons why quan is important in Confucius’ mind. Confucius
believed quan is of paramount importance, because quan implies the correct application of
moral principles. In Confucius’ perception, the idea of quan uses the principle of beneficence
and righteousness as its foundation. Therefore, quan is the appropriateness of application of
moral principles. People having the power of quan means they have the moral ability to use
one’s discretion in different occasions accordingly.



