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A Comprehensive Study on Huilin’s Yigiejing Yinyi

(A Summary)

Yao Yongming

Huilin’s Yigiejing yinyi is regarded as an agglomeration for research on the phonology and the
meaning of the characters in the Buddhist sutra. It is a famous work of linguistics and
graphemics and occupied an important place in Chinese linguistics history. However, the
research on the book does not match its actual value because it was only available in China
since the late Qing period. The findings of the present paper are laid out in nine parts: (1)
Huilin’s original surname was Pei, he was a national of Kashgar, his teacher was Bukong
Sanzang, and he once participated in translating the Buddhist sutra; (2) The writing the book
was well adapted to the needs of a slight pause in reading and explaining the sutra under the
influence of the Confucian yinyi books and the former yinyi Buddhist sutras; (3) An account
of the edition of the book and the circumstances of'its circulation is presented; (4) After
examining the explanation and the entries:of the booki'it is clear that the book develops what
is useful and discards what is'not;'(5) A brief research history of the book from Ding Fubao
onward is traced; (6) It is essential to examine Huilin yinyi from the angles of research on
Chinese language of the middle ancient times; (7) Comparing with Jingdian shiwen, Huilin
yinyi has four distinguished features; (8) Huilin yinyi influenced Longkan shoujing and Xu
Yigiejing yinyi; (9) Huilin yinyi has eight shortcomings and many mistakes.



