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United States’ Relations with China, with Special Reference to the Period 1944—1949,

Department of State Publication 3573, Far Eastern Series 30 (Division of Publications, Office

of Public Affairs, Aug. 1949), chap. 6; see also “Doc. 8: Stuart to the Secretary of State,

Nanking, Feb. 23, 1948,” in The Forgotten Ambassador: The Reports of John Leighton Stuart,
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1981), pp. 172-73.
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121 Cabinet Paper entitled “The Situation in China,” Memo by Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, 4th Mar., 1949, CO537/4829.

Appendix to Cabinet Paper entitled “The Situation in China,” Memo by Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs, 4th Mar., 1949, CO531/4829; “Dissident Chinese Political Elements in

Hong Kong.”

Extract from Secret Savingram No. 26 from the Governor of Hong Kong to the Secretary of

State for the Colonies dated 12th Feb., 1949, Outward Telegram from the Secretary of State

: for the Colonies to Hong Kong (Sir A. Grantham) sent 17th Mar., 1949, CO537/4829.
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125 Telegram, Governor to Secretary to State for the Colonies, 30th Nov., 1948, COS537/3729.
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'?®  Governor to Arthur Creech Jones, 8th Apr., 1949, CO537/4835.

Education Department, Hong Kong to C.W.M. Cox, Educational Adviser, Colonial Office,

20th Oct., 1949, CO537/3721.

PO KMR - BBK  QOREKES) - H187 -

BlM. K. Chan, “Hong Kong in Sino-British Conflict: Mass Mobilization and the Crisis of -
Legitimacy, 1912-26,” in Chan, Precarious Balance, pp. 27-58.
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The Colony and the Hegemony of Revolutionary
Culture: Hong Kong and the Chinese Communist
Movement in the Late 1940s

(A Summary)

Hon-ming Yip Po-king Choi

During the period from the eve of the civil ' war between the Communists and the Nationalists
to the founding of the People’s’Republic of China, Hong Kong played an important role in the
development of the Chinese Communist movement at its latter stage, especially on the cultural
fronts. In this sense, Hong Kong can be called the logistics base of the Chinese revolution. At
that time, the Nanjing government’s further suppression of the democratic movement and
leftist activities in mainland China drove a large number of intellectuals, democrats as well as
leftists, members of minor parties, radical students and youths, and underground Communists
to Hong Kong. The “push” force from the north and the subtle political ecology in the colony
worked to hold this group of people together in this city, where they took shelter temporarily.
It was in this special temporal and spatial context that the revolutionaries wasted no time in
expanding their work on the cultural fronts, running newspapers, schools, publishing companies
as well as printing houses, and undertaking united-front activities. On the one hand, they
continued to reprove the Guomindang and launched a campaign to criticize the “middle-of-
the-roaders” who had attempted to establish a third force, hoping to strike a balance between
the Communists and the Nationalists. On the other:hand, the Communists strove to build a
united front with the minor parties stranded in Hong Kong and took further steps to radicalize
these democrats in order to expand and consolidate the revolutionary camp. As a result, almost
all of these democrats turned supporters of the Communists returned to mainland China to
serve the new regime established in 1949. In this regard, the Chinese Communist Party made
a big stride on the road of struggle for cultural leadership.

A. Gramsci’s concept of “hegemony” and Mao Zedong’s idea of “revolutionary culture”
are referred to in the analysis of the events outlined above. Gramsci, the Italian Marxist,
stressed the moral significance of political culture and the primary importance of culture and
ideology in political leadership. For him, “hegemony” meant political leadership based on the
consent of the led, a consent secured through cultural means of diffusion and popularization
of the world view of the ruling class. For Mao and Chinese Communists who emphasized the
cultural fronts, as much as the military fronts, of the communist movement, cultural work was
crucial in establishing a unified political culture with revolution as its core. In this sense, the
hegemony of revolutionary culture signified the key to the legitimation of political leadership
for Mao and the Chinese Communist Party. What:Hong Kong witnessed in the late 1940s
were the various activities undertaken by:the revolutionary forces to establish the hegemony
of revolutionary culture among Chinese political refugees who took sanctuary in the colony
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temporarily before returning to the mainland as supporters of the revolution. This effort as a
part of the Communists’ general cultural work and united-front scheme contributed to the
- preparation of the Chinese Communist Party for its seizure of political power in China.



