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The Civil Aviation Joint Ventures in China
in the 1930s and 1940s

(A Summary)

Cheng Hwei-shing

The development of modern civil aviation industry in China followed the influx of foreign
capitals. On the one hand, due to the lack of capitals and the backwardness of science and
technology, China’s civil aviation had to rely on absorbing foreign capitals; on the other hand,
it had a great potential of development owing to China’s vast territory and huge market. Western
countries competed with each other, trying to establish air routes, sell aircraft and create joint
ventures. Using primary archival materials, this article analyzes the share distribution, personnel
arrangement, and flight routes of several civil aviation joint ventures, such as China National
Aviation Corp., Eurasia Aviation Corp. and Sino-Soviet Airline. The competition for the civil
aviation market among Western countries is clearly seen-from the analysis. Although the
Nationalist Government tried to safeguard the national sovereignty in the process of importing
foreign capitals, a host of facts indicate that the'so-called equality and mutual benefit could
only be achieved by national strength. The Chinese Government had to provide preferential
terms in order to attract foreign capitals in the early development stage of civil aviation industry,
especially during war times. This article points out that the civil aviation played a pivotal role
in the anti-Japanese war by overcoming various difficulties and transporting a large amount
of strategic materials.



