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Qing Law against “Doing That Which Ought Not
to Be Done” and the. 1727 Regulation against
“Scoundrel Tenants”

(A Summary)

Wing-kin Puk

This paper starts with a case of landlord-tenant dispute in Qing Hong Kong in 1777. In this
case, the Qing government used the Law against “doing that which ought not to be done”
(buyingwei 7~ B 5%). This paper shows that the use of this law was in fact designated by the .
Regulation against “scoundrel tenants” (jianwan dianhw 3T {H ) set up in 1727. Under the
Regulation, convicted “scoundrel tenants”’ would be punished according to the Law against
“doing that which ought not to be done,” . with 80 strokes of the heavy bamboo.

Contrary to the expectation that this Regulation would be applied in cases of landlord-
tenant dispute after 1727, this paper shows that, of 272 cases during the Qianlong era (1736-
1795), only in four cases did the government actually apply this Regulation. For the rest,
the government continued to implement the Law against “doing that which ought not to be
done.”

According to the once prevailing Marxist view in the field of history in Mainland China,
the 1727 Regulation was a landmark in the relation between landlord and tenant classes. This
study disputes with such a view, and argues for an endogenous study of Qing laws and
regulations.



