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Financial Bureaucrats and the Founding of the
Southern Song: A Study of the Prefects of Lin'an
during 1127-1142

(A Summary)

Leung Wai Kei

In January 1127, the Jurchen cavalry invaded southward and captured Kaifeng Bf £}, the capital
of the Northern Song dynasty (960-1127). Emperors Huizong (r. 1101-1125) and Qinzong
(r. 1126-1127), along with many imperial household members, were taken prisoners. Although
Huizong’s son, Zhao Gou, the future Emperor Gaozong (r. 1127-1161) of the Southern Song,
was enthroned at Yingtian Fu B& X Ji¥, the new regime was forced to retreat southward,
eventually fleeing to the sea to escape the Jurchen pursuit. The location of a new national
capital soon became a matter of urgency to be decided by Gaozong’s court. Proposed sites
included Nanyang [, Jiankang & ¥, Yangzhou ¥, Kaifeng, and cities in Sichuan 4 /|
and Fujian f8%. Gaozong settled for the relativély remote coastal city of Lin’an Ef%. The
decision was inspired by Lii Yihao’s #BR strategy of “avoiding Jurchen attacks by fleeing
to the sea” (A3 ¥EHUR) which was supported by Zhao Ding # %%, who became prime minister
in 1138 after the mutiny of Li Qiong BF¥8. That Gaozong preferred Lin’an, as the author
explains in this paper, was because he wanted to exert control over the vital economic hinterland
of the Taihu X region, thus to merge the shrunken empire’s political-military centre with
its economic centre. What types of officials were to be appointed to administer Lin’an? This
is an important, though overlooked, question. The present paper analyzes the career pattern of
the prefects (zhifu F1HF) of Lin’an during the period 1127—1142 and finds that these prefects
were officials skilled in economic matters and fiscal management, especially those who were
promoted from the Fiscal Commission of the Liang Zhe Curcuit (Liang Zhe lu zhuanyun si M

o7 B P A]).



