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Facts and Narrations:
An Analysis of Five Biographies of Fan Zuyu

(A Summary)

Sze-lok Leung

Biography is one of the most significant sources for historical research. However,
reliability among different biographical works varies. To assess the authenticity of
biographical writings, the stance of the author together with the sources should be
considered.

Five early biographies of Fan Zuyu are examined in this article as a case study. Fan
Zuyu is a historian and scholar-official who played an active role during the reign of
Shenzong and Zhezong in the Northern Song period. Historical records of Fan Zuyu and
his status in history were affected by the factional conflicts between the reformists and
conservatives, and, as a result, they may not reflect the facts.

This article first reviews the writers and the compilation processes of the five works
in order to clarify the relationships among them. The contents of the five biographies
are then compared to demonstrate the similarities among different works. Furthermore,
particular records from the biographies are discussed. Other authentic historical sources
are utilized to show the incorrectness of the selected narrations. Reasons for making
fabricated narrations are also discussed.

The final section concludes that fake narrations continue because different
biographical works may be traced back to the same or similar sources. Historians should
not only rely on biographies, but also other reliable sources to conduct historical research.

PAgta - HE Al ERAE M OHE

Keywords: facts, narrations, historical compilation, biographies, Fan Zuyu
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