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Poems of Xiao Tong and Liu Xiaocuo
Compared with the New Literary Styles of the
Qi-Liang Period with a Discussion on the
Editorship of the Wen xuan

(A Summary)

Chu Po Ying

Traditionalists have long hailed Xiao Tong ##%t as the key editor of the Wen xuan 3C#E,
justifying their belief with reference to the Liang shu %3, However, Japanese scholar
Shimizu Yoshio 5 7/K8l K is sceptical about its validity, arguing that his involvement is
falsified and unfounded. Subsequently, he proposed Liu Xiaocuo B4 to be the true
editor. However, many Chinese mainland scholars have resounded in disagreement.

This paper endeavours to contribute to this long-standing Wen xuan editorship debate
through a thorough analysis of the differences between the poems of Xiao and Liu and the
new literary styles of the Qi-Liang period.

Xiao and Liu approached the trend of innovation in Qi and Liang with distinctly
different attitudes. Xiao remained traditional in his approach, demonstrating little interest
in the trend of innovation. Conversely, Liu’s poetry exuded the colour and vigour of
Yongming 7K B literature.

When the selection of works in the Wen xuan is concerned, it is evident that Jin and
Song literary works were of primary importance while records of Yongming literature
were few and secondary in nature. With this in mind, one is more inclined to believe that
Xiao’s traditional literary style bears greater semblance to that of the Wen xuan. Hence,
on the basis of the above literary similarity, this paper argues that Xiao’s editorship of the
Wen xuan is beyond doubt.
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