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Closing Address

CHENG TE-K’UN

I feel greatly honoured to be given this pleasant duty of making the closing address for this
conference. The purpose of such an assignment is indeed two-fold. It should try to take stock
of the proceedings of the assembly on the one hand and to express our sincere gratitude to
the organizers and all the participants on the other.

You may recall that in his opening address to the conference the Acting Vice-Chancellor,
Mr. T. C. Cheng has given us his best wishes for a successful conference. And now as the
symposium is drawing to its end we can assure himi'that our conference has been a success.
I think you will all agree that it has been really a great success.

The success of this conference'is due first of all to the great efficiency of the organizers.
The plan was carefully conceived by the Management Committe of the University Art Gallery
consisting of Mr. Ho Iu-kwong, Professor Hu Ch’ang-tu, Mr. Soong Ch’i, Mr. James Watt
and myself, under the expert Chairmanship of Mr. J. S. Lee. But all the work and arrangement
were carried out to the minutest details by Mr. Watt himself and his industrious assistants.
The smooth running of the entire assembly bear witness to the very efficiency of this group
of clever and devoted people. It was most encouraging and inspiring to see these young men
and women working side by side as a team with great enthusiasm and intelligence.

Let us express our deep appreciation for the great effort they have exerted in making the
conference such a success. (Applause)

The success of this conference may also be seen from the entire proceeding in which
you have all taken part. The symposium was devoted to the study of the painting and calli-
graphy of the Ming i-min artists. There were altogether five sessions, each dealing a topic in
connection with the subject, namely, (1) painting and literature; (2) reference materials;
(3) calligraphy; (4) painters; and (5) painting theory and technique. The i-min artists have
indeed subjected to close examinations from various points of view.

It is interesting to note that the study has been carried out in a solid four-dimensional
fashion. This interesting and important group of artists has been viewed first of all against
their particular background, political and social, as well as intellectual and artistic. Apart
from the Chih-lo-lou collection on exhibition in the Gallery a number of other collections have
been brought in for comparative studies. Secondly, there were a large number of papers, to
be exact 15, each dealing with a particular artist or a specific topic in the art of the period.
They all have made significant contributions. Thirdly, there were genuine and sincere efforts
to co-ordinate the various individual papers, cementing their separate discoveries into a
consistent whole. And finally, most of the papers have been subjected to critical scrutination
by various participants. Detailed discussions were made and a series of scholarly comments
have been recorded. In these ways we have contributed much to the understanding of the
topic which we have gathered to study with co-operative effort. The success of this conference
was possible only because we have all taken active part in the symposium in a friendly atmo-
sphere and with genuine sincerity.
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It may be of interest for you to know 'that a recording has been made throughout the
entire symposium and there is a definite programme to have all the papers and discussions
checked and edited for publication in due course. We feel that in this way a greater insight
and deeper understanding of Chinese art can be gained and continuous efforts taken with
greater interest by us all. We look forward with enthusiasm and gratitude to your continued
co-operation in this matter.

Finally we hope you have enjoyed your stay with us here and that you will drop in on us
whenever you happen to be in this part of the world. Please remember that our Art Gallery
has one of the best and largest collection of paintings by Kwangtung painters which we have
agreed are not necessarily provincial in quality. They will always be here to welcome you.
Thank you.



