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On Chu gTa’s: “Shih-shuo Poems” and His Flower
and Bird Album Dated 1684

(A Summary)

Jao TsuNG-

The poetic writings of Chu Ta have never been published although according to his biographer
Shao Ch’ang-héng, his poems have been collected into several chiian. Anthologies of Ch’ing
poetry usually include just one poem of his, if any at all. For example Hao Lien’s ##
Selected Poems of the Present Dynasty BABAFHE includes the one poem which is found
on the last (twelfth) leaf of his landscape album painted for Huang Yen-lii, now in the
Chih-lo Lou Collection.

1t is known that Chu Ta wrote a number of poems using references to various anecdotes
in the Shik-shuo hsin-yii HRRFTE, some of them have been the subject-of a recent study by
Prof. Wang Fang-yu. This paper dlscusses some f.thy '?Z;r“’oﬁ { ‘:ilre references used in these

s of re ences used in the nine poems on the nine
leaves of an albu ﬂower and ‘bird pamtmgs by Chu Ta which has come to my notice
recently (Plate 11I). The album belongs to Mr. Chen Wen-hsi in Singapore and is interesting
because it is dated 1684 and Chu Ta signed himself as “Ké-shan” Al or “Ké-shan-jen”
AL, So far as it is known, the earliest dated work by Chu Ta with the signature Pa-ta-shan-
jen was executed in 1685. The present album provides further supporting evidence for regarding
the year 1685 as the first year of Chu Ta’s use of the Aao “‘Pa-ta-shan-jen.”
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