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Twenty Ming [-min Painters in the
Mu-fei Collection

(A Summary)

CHENG TE-K’UN

The purpose of this paper is to introduce to you 20 i-min painters in the Mu-fei Collection
in Cambridge for comparative studies in connection with the present exhibition and symposium,
A set of photographs of these works are on display in the Gallery, totalling 32 items. Some of
these are album leaves mostly 8 to 12 pages, so in projecting them on the screen I shall use only
3 or 4 from each album.

Before I do so, a brief account of the period concerned, covering the entire 17th century
has to be presented as a background for the understanding of the i-min artists. It may be
concluded that the few decades at the end of Ming and the few decades at the beginning of
Ch’ing constituted a continuous development which can hardly be taken apart. This can be
testified from at least three points of view, namely political upheaval and change, intellectual
pursuit and artistic evolution.

Apart from this background, I would like to invite you also to bear in mind the character-
istics of these i-min painters as summarized by Professor Jao Tsung-i in his introduction
to the Catalogue of the Exhibition, namely:

Extemporisation—as in writing poetry.

Expression of individuality.

Use of dry brush in execution.

Use of space in composition.

Perceptiveness—by simplifying the complex subject matter so as to reveal the simple
truth underlying the superficial complexity.
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