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ommunicafion between

A Study of  the Le
d Chlang ng during the T’ang Dynasty

Ch’eng Tu

(A Summary)

Yen Keng-wang

ant and prosperous city in
“the 1mportant and prosperous city in
/0_cities are located in the region of latitude 30°30° N, Ch’eng

central China.
Tu is by the Minlever, which j joins the reaches of the Yangtze River, and Chiang Ling
is by the middle reaches of the Yangtze. (In ancient times the Min River was
regarded as the main stream of the Yangtze River.) The longitudinal difference
between the two cities is 8°, and the aerial distance is about 800 kilometres. The
main communication line between these two cities was the Yangtze River valley. This
study takes its theme the land and water communication between Ch’eng Tu and
Chiang Ling along the Yangtze River valley, using as its main source the historical
materials of the T’ang dynasty.

In general the chief communication line between the two cities was by way of
; and south of the
yng the Min River, going
‘hsien Lgs ) and Chiachou 3 (now
Jung—chou'fﬁ?.}ll (now I-pin hsien HE#Ek). From
there, turning easteward a.long the Yangtze River, going by way of Lu-chou & JH
hsien), Yii-chou (now Lu & (Chungking), Fu-chou # # ( Now Fu Ling
hsien #% B B ), Chung-chou % M (now Chung hsien) and Wan-chou & M
(now Wan hsien), one gets to K’uei-chou % , the present Feng-chieh Z#j. From
there, turning eastward downstream through the Three Gorges, Kuei-chou s/ the pre-
sent Tzu-kuei %553, and Hsieh-chou ## (now I-ch’ang hsien ‘&) one reaches Chi-
ang Ling prefecture. The total distance is at least 3,600 to 3,700 i, at most it can

be 4,0007;, On this route there were here and there postal station; details of whch

can still belong to some historical materials. In general, up to Yii-chou &M aud

Fu-chou M , both land and water routes wereused; while belo ;
chou mostly it was mainly by water, as the moun-tains along the are high.

i-chou and Fu-
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Szechuan, Yii
China Plain by

regions that were i ted - For commumcatlon with the rest of Chma there were only

the routes leading 1hrough the Tsin Ling Mountain and the Pa Mountain by the plank
roads in the north, or by way of the Yangtze River and the Three Gorges in the
east. As the plank roads were too dangerous and the cost of maintenance was pro-
hibitive, the freight volume was small. It was convenient for the travellers with light
packs to travel by the plank roads, but not for the transportation of heavy goods and
materials. The matercourse of the Three Gorges was dangerous and there were fre-
quent-disasters when ships capsized and men drowned. Nevertheless, as the flow of
water is abundant, in medieval times, large ships with a capacit f 10,000 hu, approxi-

River valley. P
those who went w d.
well. In addition, it was also the chief communication line for the supply of goods
and materials from Szechuan to Shensi and the Central China Plain. And thus by and
large, the connection between Szechuan and Yiinnan of southwest China and the
central region of China were in fact by water through the Yangtze. In comparison,
the plank roads built on the face of the cliffs of the Tsin Ling Mountain and the Pa
Mountain were of secondary importance only.

Furthermore, K’uei-chou is a famous city in historical times. Its terrain was
mountainous and it was short of arable land. Agriculture did not flourish there but it
was rich in salt. Incidentally, this article also deals with the topographical feature of
K'uei-chou as well as the condition of the production of sakt there. '
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