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Social Changes and the Shijing Study

(A Summary)

Lee Kar-shui

The study of the Shijing (the Book of Songs) is an enterprlse with a history of more than
two thousand years, in which three distinctive identified, namely the Han, the
Song, and the development around asns d.of:the May Fourth Movement early
this century. Much of the contéoversie fion. hayerto do with either the dispute
about the ancient and the mq%n versions of the classic, or the different and often
opposed approaches adopted by the Han and Song exegetes. For all their intricacy and
complication, issues in Shijing scholarship are, in fact, closely bound to major social condi-
tions and propensities of the times in question. In both the Han and the Song, the Shijing was
widely studied as a Confucian classic. The literary value of the Shijing began to be ap-
preciated around the time of the May Fourth Movement, the preoccupation of Shijing study
having shifting from the canonical to the literary. This new trend, being supported by an
abundance of modern anthropological and archaeological finds, has opened up fresh ground
and pointed to new directions. Questions have been answered with an impressive boldness
and originality. Yet the importance of the Han-Song scholarship remains, largely as a
reflection of the intellectual and cultural settings of the respective periods, a good deal of
which still awaits investigation and none of it can be lightly dismissed.




