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John Fryer’s Translation Career in the Jiangnan Arsenal

(A Summary)

This paper concentrates on John Fryer’s contributions to the introduction of Western
learning to China by his translations. John Fryer, who made his home in China and was
sympathetic to the aims of self-strengthening, devoted his twenty-eight years in the Jiangnan
Arsenal to translating books and setting up personal organizations with the purpose of
helping China compete with other countries in the world and become self-reliant in its
aspirations to be rich and strong.

Most Western people in modern China looked upon themselves as conquerors and had
a strong sense of superiority to the Chinese in culture. They maintained that books in Westem
languages could not remain intelligible and clear once translated into Chinese, and therefore
they objected to Chinese translation of foreign works. John Fryer, however, disapproved of -
this view. He made incessant and painful efforts to secure uniformity in terms and achieved
much in his translation works. He also felt sympathy for the Chinese people and gave his
support to the Chinese attempt to r its; full 2sove gnty and independence. The
knowledge of Western science mtrodu ) Became the catalyst in the Western-
ization movement and one 0 : zation trend in modern China. His
translation works had been i ¢ading for young students who intended to gain
acquaintance with Western science, and in this he played an important role in the introduction
of Western learning to China. John Fryer was seen as a friend dedicated to the furthering of
cultural exchanges between China and Western countries, and was highly praised by his
fellow scholars in China and commended by the Qing government.




