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The Seals and Sealing Clay Excavated from the
Han Tombs at Mawangdui

(A Summary)

Altogether four seals came to light in Han Tombs Nos. 1 and 2 at Mawangdui. The three
seals from Tomb No. 2 are significant for the dating of the tombs and the identity of, as well
as the relationship between the persons buried in the tombs. They also serve to confirm the
name of the first generation of Marquis Dai recorded in the Shi ji and in the Shuijing zhu as
against what was recorded in the Han shu and the Shi ji suoyin. These seals were also of high
value for the academic study of ancient seals. Among them the “Changsha chengxiang”
R 7&K # and the “Daihou zhi yin” #{%.2 F) were the earliest seals with tortoise knobs of
absolutely certain date. They are rare but standard seals. The structure and calligraphy of
these two seals reflect the special features of early Western Han seals and can be used as a
means for dating other seals. Another seal “Li Cang” I reflects the features of seals in the
transitional period from the Qin to the Han.

The last character in the seal excavated from Tomb N
This decipherment, however, is que the’
surname but a given name. Some
a mi yin #Fl . But the nature o n only’be determined by chemical analysis.

A piece of sealing clay w ers you wei Filit was also found. You wei is an
official of whose rank nothing certain is known. This article, on the basis of the system of
official seals, and the relation between the person buried in Tomb No. 1 and the first Marquis
Dai, comes to the conclusion that you wei is a subordinate of Marquis Dai, not the you wei of
the state of Dai, nor an official of the Empire of Changsha.

1 was deciphered as zhui i .
s in the seal can not be a
I was made of wax and so




