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anghai During the

(A Summary)

Wu Ren’an

During the Qing dynasty, the district of Shanghai became the centre of China’s
economy and culture and its eminent families — the leading force in society. These eminent
families in the early period of the Qing dynasty included mainly military officers and civilian
officials who had rendered services to the Manchu aristocrats in conquering the nation,
intellectuals who had made their n g@ﬁﬁﬁ%’“ sult of success in the imperial
examinations and thus being ap ‘ fficials, and the decendants of
aristocratic families from the ! dle of the Qing dynasty, these eminent
families in Shanghai were: replaced those who had been profitted by the “sprouting and
developing of capitalism” in this district. In the last years of the Qing dynasty, the eminent
families in Shanghai bore two characteristics of that period: first, a great number of eminent
families gained a huge fortune by running large junks and shipping companies or by
“contributing to the establishment of ocean shipping companies”; second, a number of new
eminent families were known for their roles in the suppression of the Taiping Uprising, in the
Westernization Movement, in foreign affairs, in the establishment of enterprises, as com-
pradors or in the initiation of self-government in Shanghai.

The study of the eminent families in Shanghai as well as their rise and decline during
the Qing dynasty constitutes an important part in the study of the social, economic history of
Shanghai and even of the whole country during that period.




