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An Examination.of of the Tang and
Song Dynasties ugh an Analysus of Poems
Concerning Horses by Du Fu and Su Shi

(A Summary)

Dang Shu Leung

The differences in poetic styles of the Tang and Song dynasties have been documented
according to category since the Southern Song. To mod critic, literary style is useful for
classification rather than for evaluati téaditional scholars tended to argue about
the merits of each style, and Judg basis of individual preferences.
This conflicts with the schéla “desirable approach is to trace the
background as well as the formation ‘styles, and try to identify the significance of the
differences.

This paper is an attempt at investigating the poems concerning horses with examples
taken from Du Fu of the Tang and Su Shi of the Song. Du and Su are looked upon as the
foremost poets of the two periods, and it is generally agreed that they represent the styles of
their times. It is hoped that a careful comparison and analysis would enhance our under-
standing of the creativity of the two poets as well as the unique poetic characteristics of the
two dynasties.




