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The Value of the Su Bronze Bell’s Inscription in the
Study of the Tour Inspection: Syste Calendric System,
1e Emperor, and Historical Geography
_of the Western Zhou Dynasty

(A Summary)

Huang Shengzhang

The Su Bronze Bell of Marquis Jin is one of the most; Valuabl bronze wares of the Western
Zhou dynasty. This article is aimed at uncovéring three triths and stressing its value. The key
points are as follows.

(1) The inscription gave a full description of the Emperor’s tour inspection of the
eastern and southern parts of the country.

(2) The inscription had told about the war on Suyi 53 and given the route of Western
Zhou’s military operation. This is very helpful to the research of historical
geography.

(3) The most valuable discovery is on Western Zhou'’s calendric system. Four terms

of the phase of the moon of a month have repudiated Wang Guowei’s T B4

hypothesis of the “four-division of the month™ (144} — A &) . The inscription has
proved that the calendar of Western Zhou had used five (not four) terms of the
phase of the moon, and the basis of the cale d uld be six terms of the phase
of the moon put together. ; :

The inscription-can be used : s of the research on Western

all the:hypotheses formerly proposed which were based on

four terms of the moon are proved to be wrong.

(5) It can be ascertained that the 33rd year of the Emperor’s reign is 794 B.C.

(4)




