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The Learning of Zhu Xi and Viethamese
Confucianism

(A Summary)

Lée Cheuk Yin

As early as the first period of Chinese domination, from the third century B.c. to 968 A.p.,
Chinese culture penetrated into the Red River delta and left a strong impact on the formation
of Vietnamese culture. However, the most important factor that facilitated the sinicization of
Vietnamese culture and emergence of Confucianism in Vietnam was the adoption of the
Chinese literary language, which had the effect of allowing the great currents of Chinese
thinking enter into Vietnamese culture. As a result, all the forms of intellectual activities in
Vietnam are mainly impregnated by the philosophical systems imported from China. Among
all the teachings, Confucianism was the most influential if not the core value. Confucian
teachings were taught in public schools and in a multitude of private schools in villages and
towns by the masters of letters. During the period of Ly, the Ly rulers set up an elaborate
apparatus to promote Confucianism at the court and a HanlinnAcademy was established for
the study of Confucianism at the highest level. A Confucian Temple of Literature, Van Mieu,
was constructed in Hanoi in 1070 that signified the'recognition of Confucianism as the state
ideology. In 1076 the National College was'founded to train government officials, and civil
service examinations, which were based on Confucian Classics, were also implemented.

The second Chinese domination (1405-1427) by the Ming dynasty reinforced the study
of Chinese characters and Confucianism. Orthodox Confucianism and official commentaries
of the Cheng-Zhu school, especially Zhu Xi’s commentaries on the “Four Books,” were
introduced and they subsequently dominated the intellectual trends. This paper attempts to
examine the historical development of Vietnamese Confucianism and argues that Con-
fucianism in Vietnam was largely based on the learning of Zhu Xi.



