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On the Meaning of the Characters Recorded in the
Shuowen Jiezi 3t 3 & =¢-and Further Discussions
on the'Weici il #¢ of the Text

(A Summary)

Chan Shing Cheong

It is the view of the author of this paper that the meaning of the characters recorded in the
Shuowen jiezi (abbreviated as Shuowen, prefaced a.p. 100) is not, as most of the Qing
scholars who studied the work believed, always their benyi 4~2% (original meaning).
Shuowen is not a mere dictionary with emphasis on the building up of a classification
according to radicals. Xu Shen FF1E, the author, followedithe Confucian tradition in tacit
criticism of the Emperor as supreme ruler, The:method used is sophisticated and subtle; it
uses weici hidden in the text somewhat reminiscent of Confucius’ use in his own work, the
Chungiu & %K. Xu Shen stated clearly in the Preface to the Shuowen that there were weici
in the text and these were deliberately ignored by scholars in the past. The first part of this
paper lists concrete examples to illustrate that the Shuowen does not always explain the
characters by their benyi. The second part demonstrates how Xu Shen uses weici to be found
in these texts to hide his criticism of Emperor Cheng 7 of the Former Han dynasty as
well as Wang Mang F 2. The text once read in this way will reveal the message hidden in
the whole of the Shuowen.



