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A New Chronicle History of Xiang Hongzuo

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan-io

Among the many brilliant ¢/ poets of the Qing dynasty, Nalan Xingde (1654-1685) , Xiang
Hongzuo (1798-1835) and Jiang Chunlin (1818-1868) are particularly reputed. This triad,
according to one Qing dynasty critic, reigned for two hundred years. Furthermore, their
biographies are the only biographies of ci poets included in the Qingshi gao. Researchers
and critics of the Qing dynasty and later have regarded the works of Xiang Hongzuo highly.
Xiang is variously acclaimed as one of the very few devoted ci poetry writers and as one
shining with his own colours and glory.

However, there have not been-many studies and researches on the ci poetry of Xiang,
except for comments seen in the histories of c¢i poetry and cihua (casual talks on ci poetry).
The present study aims at constructing a new chronicle history of this ¢/ poetry master based
on a wide range of materials available to this researcher. It is hoped that, by this compilation,
the life of Xiang, his friendships with the then fellow writers and painters, as well as other
matters pertinent to Xiang and his times, would be better known to the reader. Xiang is an
important ci poet unjustly ignored in the past.



