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On the Set of Characters “Bu ying you hen he shi”,
“Xiao Qiao chu jia” and “Duo qing ying xiao” in
Su Shi’'s Ci Poems

(A Summary)

Richard' M. W2 Ho

This paper addresses the problems of punctuation in the two most celebrated ci poems
written by Su Shi (1036-1101), namely the ¢i poem on mid-autumn, the “Shui diao ge
tou,” and that on the Red CIliff, the “Nian nu jiao.” The former contains one such problem
and the latter contains two. These three problems are addressed mainly through semantic
analysis.

The first of these “metrical” problems involves eleven characters: “bu ying you hen he
shi chang xiang bie shi ynan.” A Ming dynasty edition of the Caotang shiyu, the earliest
extant punctuated edition of any ci anthology, separates the first six characters from the
remaining five. Qing scholars tended to separate the first four characters from the remaining
seven, thus giving the differently punctuated set of characters a slightly different meaning,
which unfortunately no longer fits into the logic of the poem. This paper analyses the
intricacies of the two meanings and advocates the restoration of the Ming dynasty
punctuation of the eleven characters concerned.

The second problem involves the:followingmine characters: “Xiao Qiao chu jia liao
xiong zi ying fa.” Traditionally, the break'is after the fifth character. But an early Qing
scholar, Zhu Yizun, stated in his Cizong, a collection of exemplary ci poems, that the break
should be after the fourth. Zhu was reviled by his contemporaries for such a statement.
However, after a detailed semantic analysis, this paper concludes that the traditional
punctuation is faulty, and that Zhu’s punctuation is in fact the only solution to the problem.

The third problem involves the following nine characters: “duo ging ying xiao wo zao
sheng hua fa.” The extant Ming dynasty punctuation separates the first four characters from
the remaining five. However, the Cipu, a repertoire of ci poem titles compiled by imperial
order in the early Qing dynasty, separates the first five characters from the remaining four.
Numerous scholars in later times unwittingly followed the latter punctuation, without
realizing that the first four characters concerned in fact form an antithetical couplet with the
four characters preceding them. This popularized punctuation has destroyed Su Shi’s
antithetical couplet and twisted the c¢i poem’s original meaning as embodied in its inherent
4 + 4 + 5 metrical form. It has thus rendered the ¢i’poem the only known piece bearing the
title “Nian nu jiao” in the whole of the Song dynasty that deviated from the 4 + 4 + 5 pattern
in that particular part. With the support of clear evidence, this paper argues strongly for the
rectification of this obvious mistake in punctuation.



