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The Meanings of the Geographical Term Shandong in
Political, Social, Economic and Cultural Contexts in
Sui-Tang China

(A Summary)

Siu Kam Wah

The geographical term Shandong varied in meaniings with the trend of political, social,
economic and cultural developmentsiin'successive epochs in China. Since the pre-Qin
period, Shandong has been used as a term of political geography demarcating the boundary
of the political centre of the state. As the Sui-Tang dynasties extended their power eastward
to Hedong dao {7 3R 38 and reached the Taihang Mountain range with their political base in
the Guanzhong Bl #' region, people, especially the governments of the ruling dynasties,
customarily used the term Shandong to refer, in the narrow sense, to the politically-unstable
area on the east side of the Taihang Mountain and especially Hebei dao AT 4L 38. In addition,
Shandong, as a general geographical term without determinate boundary, also covered, in
the broad sense, Hebei dao and Henan dao 77 B§ 3£ in the arenas of social, political,
economic and academic developments. During that period, the two dao were not only the
social centre where the junwang AR (ancestral homes) and benji 4~%& (birth places) of the
aristocratic families of Cui %, Lu &, Li Z¥, Zheng &} and Wang F inhabitated, but also
the cultural centre where the Confucian scholars congregated. The people of the two dao
valued xiagi 4% (chivalry), practiced martial @rt, and were easily aroused to action as they
had long steeped in the studies-of Confucianism and the ancient concept of justice.
Therefore, the so-called Shandong haojie 111 3R ZE % (Shandong elite) emerged in the period
from the late-Sui to the early-Tang. The elite often revolted as a manifestation of local power
and actively participated in political rivalries when they became court officials.

The successive reigns of Emperor Xuanzong X 7% (since his late reign), Emperor
Suzong A 7%, and Emperor Daizong f{.5% of the Tang were also faced with the political
disorders of the two dao due to the outbreak of the An Lushan Rebellion. From the
suppression of the Rebellion to the end of the Tang, the rebels who had surrendered were
monopolizing the positions of military governors in the provinces arbitrarily through
generations, seriously threatening the stability of the central government. Economically, the
centre of food and tax supply of the Sui-Tang dynasties had been the dao of Hebei, Henan
and Hedong, especially the former two dao before the outbreak of the Rebellion. Since then,
the centre had shifted southward to the dao of Huainan ¥ 4 and Jiangnan 7L#3. However,
extensive natural disasters frequented the dao of Hebei and Henan particularly before the
mid-Tang and became a long-term economic problem to the Sui-Tang governments. As the
two dao were prominent in political, social, economic and cultural developments as distinct
from other dao, they had long commanded attention in official documents and records, and
in discussions among people, in prose and poetry. For the sake of convenience, people of the
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Sui-Tang who discussed the area, people and events of the two dao in various political,
social, economic and cultural spheres often relished the term Shandong as a frame of
reference. As a result, Shandong became synonmous with Hebei dao and Henan dao in the
broad sense of the term. Still, the same term was commonly used in its narrow sense, i.e., in
exclusive reference to Hebei dao and its vicinity, in records and writings on various specific
as well as general subjects. ,

In the Sui-Tang period, Shandong.was basically 'not a specific geographical name; it
had few special meanings in particular situations besides its narrow and broad connotations.
For instance, the economic meaning of Shandong as a tax supply centre changed from the
dao of Hebei, Henan, and even Hedong to the dao of Huainan and Jiangnan following the
shift of the economic centre from the north to the south of China. Politically, though the
Tang people often used the term to refer to the military districts in the dao of Hebei and
Henan, they occasionally regarded the Zhaoyi Military District (F4 2% ®) in Hedong dao as
Shandong since the military district lay across the boundaries of both Hebei and Hedong. In
the late-Sui and the early-Tang, as it was not too distant from the Northern Qi dynasty,
people also sometimes used the term to refer to the territory of the Northern Qi. Since the
late reign of Emperor Gaozong 1= 7= to the reign of Empress Wu & &, Mt Song & near the
capital of Luoyang became a holy place for the imperial family to conduct sacrificial
ceremonies. The officials who tried to flatter the imperial family might have interpreted the
Shan of Shandong as Mt Song and use the term to refer to, Henan dao in the east of the
Mountain. Since the reign of Emperor Zuizong & 5%, the name of Shannan dong dao LI F§
JR3E was occasionally shortened as Shandong dao-HI3R3H in official documents. The Tang
people might also use the term 'to"denote/the dao of Hebei, Henan, Huainan and Jiangnan
when natural disasters befell all the four dao. In their narration of historical records tracing
- back to the Warring States period or the Qin-Han dynasties, they either followed the Han
- usage of the term to refer to the territories of the Six States (7~ B) in the east of Mt Xiao I,
or used it to refer to the dao of Hebei and Henan in the broad sense of the term known in the
Sui-Tang.



