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But these critiques should not detract from Paulés’s laudable accomplishment.
He has crafted a thought-provoking, very readable, and carefully researched volume
that adds much-needed depth to the study of opium in Chinese cities. His mastery of
Chinese and European archival sources, complemented by a comprehensive examina-
tion of the popular press and several eyewitness interviews make even his speculation
plausible and well-reasoned. I have particularly enjoyed the innovative structure of
the volume, where Paulés takes the analysis deeper into the subject as it progresses,
beginning with an overview of the political and economic framework that shaped
the patterns of opium trafficking and consumption in Canton, then laying out the
geography of opium smoking in that city, moving inside the opium houses, using
propaganda to explore the general mentalité of Republican-era Chinese, and finally
figuratively x-raying the individual smoker. The analysis is well done and a very
important addition to the scholarship, one that highlights the long-term impact of the
1906 anti-opium campaign in the decades when the opium situation was presumed to
have returned to the late Qing status quo. This is a book that can be used extensively
in class by undergraduate and graduate students, and challenges scholars of opium to
dig deeper.

JoYCE A. MADANCY
Union College

Merchants of War and Peace: British Knowledge of China in the Making of the
Opium War. By Song-Chuan Chen. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2017.
Pp. ix + 230. $50.00/HKD375.00.
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