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The Academic Contestation between
Duan Yucai and Gu Guangqi

(Abstract)

Huang Zhan

This paper explores the famous academic debate between Duan Yucai and Gu
Guangqi, two scholars of significance in mid-Qing China. This debate is mentioned
in many works on academic history of Qing dynasty because of its numerous points
of complex and profound influence. However, details are less known. This study
points out that Duan and Gu had a harmonious relationship although divergences had
arisen in 1801 when they worked together for the Shisanjing zhushu jiaokanji. It was
the issue of textual criticism and rebuttal in Gu’s book Liji kaoyi against Jiaokanji,
supervised by Duan, that directly resulted in their definite confrontation and final
rupture.

Keywords:  Duan Yucai Gu Guangqi  Shisanjing zhushu jiaokanji  Liji kaoyi
educational system debate
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