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Problem solving Performance of Hong Kong Students
in the PISA 2003 Test and Its Implications

Lin Zhizhong & He Ruizhu

Abstract: In recent years, education reform in the world has attached great importance to the cultivation of studentg )
high-level thinking abilities such as problemsolving, creativity, which are regarded as the main parts of high-level think-
ing abilities. The test of PISA 2003 has broken the former normal impression. The students of East Asia, who are con-
sidered to value excessively on curriculum, on memorizing mechanically, are better at the abilities of problem+solving in
the cross-curricular on the basis of life than many Western students, whose education is considered to be student oriented.
The results of the test can give us an im plication that either problem solving or creativity must be based on know ledge.
Thinking without knowledge only leads to empty fantasies which can not bring any meaningful solutions. As aresult, it is
impossible for the students to gain efficient problem solving ability. It is a necessity for us to think deeply about w hat kind
of pedagogy and teaching would be effective to promote the students to gain difficulty-solving ability during the course of
curriculum planning.

Key Words: curriculum, knowledge, ability test, problem+solving ability, high-level thinking ability
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