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The Autobiography of Agatha Christie

Agatha the Queen of Crime recounts telling moments of her life, moments that she remembered, most likely because she preferred to remember, and moments that told of the true Agatha.

Agatha lived in a time of rapid changes, of the unravelling of an empire, of evolving role of women in society, and of a changing social structure symbolised by the gradual disappearance of well trained specialised household helpers.

Agatha was not a social scientist, nor a historian. She led an active life, and looked around with curiosity and joy.  Her memory, when recounted in her gentle, courteous but rich language, presents glimpses of the changes.  They are incomplete, but real.  

Agatha the dreamer had been living with imaginary companions of one sort or the other since before she could read.  Agatha the author used the same technique to build up characters of her books.  Agatha the observer watched people and understood how they behaved.  Agatha the traveller further enriches the stories with details of places and culture so real as to be persuasive.  Perhaps some were attracted to her books by these details.

For anyone who wishes to know something about the time of Agatha, of literate creation, and of words of wisdom from Agatha the seasoned woman, reading the Autobiography of Agatha Christie should be both enjoyable and rewarding.  

Related reading:

Laurie Lee - Red Sky at Sunrise
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