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On the Authenticity of the Yimwernz/from the
Viewpoint of Language

(A Summary)

Chung Ching Hong

Scholars have different opinions on the date of the composition of the Yinwenzi. This paper
uses the language of the book as atool to investigate its date of composition. It chooses five
words, viz. xiongnile X| €, tongcheng ## i, canbao 78 %%, wujia #E{H, and gianci 3 &
from within the Yinwenz and the investigation shows that they appear, beside the Yinwenz,
only in works of the Eastern Han and the Wei-Jin. It is therefore safe to conclude that the
Yinwenzi available today is aforgery of the Wei-Jin period.
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