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A Study of Yan Shigu’s Quotations from the
Shangs/hu in His Commentary on the Hanshu

(A Summary)

Poon Ming Kay

This article attempts to discuss the quotations from the Shangshu # 2 in Yan Shigu’s Ef Fif
Tt commentary on the Hanshu 7% . The Hanshu is so abstruse that scholars were tempted
to interpret it, hence many commentaries were published. Till the Tang dynasty, the study of
the Hanshu was one of the three major classical studies, the other two being the San Li —
1 (i.e. Zhouli J&#&, Yili %1%, Liji #47%C) and the Wenxuan 3C3. Ban Gu tended to imitate
scholars of the past in his writings, and as the Han dynasty was an era of classical studies,
he often cited from the Classics (jing #%) in his Hanshu. Yan Shigu also cited from the
Classics. His quotations fall into two categories: (1) quotations from the Classics in the text
of the Hanshu which Yan Shigu tried to interpret; (2) quotations from the Classics which he
cited in order to give an explanation of the meaning of the Hanshu text. This article also
investigates Yan's quotations from the way he cited, as well as the versions of the Shangshu
he used.
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