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The Definition of Our Dynasty’s True Confucian:
The Process of Enshrining Xue Xuan in the
Temple to Confucius and Some Aspects of

Ming Intellectual History

(A Summary)

Koh Khee Heong

Xue Xuan (1389-1464) was the first Ming Neo-Confucian to be enshrined in the Temple to
Confucius during the Ming. It took his supporters more than a century to achieve that, and
this paper divides the processinto three different stages. Initial failures during the first stage
forced supporters to compromise with a specialised local shrine for Xue. The second stage
saw members from the rival Wang Yangming School sharing the goal of enshrining Xue with
Xue's supporters. Wang's students joined the effort with an unspoken agenda: to pave the
way for Wang's inclusion. Furthermore, the short-lived alliance and consensus between
Xue's supporters and Wang's disciples in the discussion of 1540 was crucia in changing the
paradigm for evaluating Confucians as worthy of enshrinement. Without this change in
paradigm, Ming Confucians would have had rhetorical difficulty awarding the honour to one
of their own during the dynasty. In the end, with intense competition between the Cheng-
Zhu adherents (including Xue's supporters) and Wang's school, politics played an important
role in the final stage. The alliance at this last stage was complex, not only were political
alies involved; people also rallied behind the cause because of common philosophical
inclination, regional pride, and family histories.
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