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Some Principles of Value Maintenance in Social Disturbance
and Their Application to the Case of 19th-Century China

(A Summary)

Kenneth C. K. Liang

This paper presents a theory ue mai social disturbance, with its
application to the f~ China o
 The theory ¢ of 8 proposmons ( 1) If an established order is disturbed,
those values which: functroﬁ to uphold that order will be increasingly re-asserted as
system disturbance expands; (2) If a value becomes less effective in activating commit-

ments to an established order, it will be less re-asserted as system disturbance expands;
(3) If value A is more important than value B to the maintenance of order, the enact-
ment of A will be rewarded more than the enactment of B; (4) When the importance
of values A and B to the maintenance of order is equal, the enactment of A will be
rewarded more than the enactment of B if the cost for the enactment of A is heavier
than that for the enactment of B; (5) If group A is more important to the maintenance
of order than group B, group A will be rewarded more than group B for the same faithful
value-enactments; (6) When the cost for value-enactment remains. .constant, the value-
enactment of group A will be rewarded more than that of grorl B if the value is held
grot (7) 1t the importance of a group to
the maintenance of ( , its rewards for faithful value-enactment
should become relativ eater (smaller), and, (8) If the importance of a group to
the maintenance of" order increases (decreases), its dependent group’s rewards for faith-~
ful value-enactment would be increased (reduced).

The single sourse of data is the Ta-Ch’ing Li-ch’ao Shih-lu (Veritable Records of
Successive Reigns of the Ch’ing Dynasty), which are daily summaries of officials’ reports
to the throne and the emperors’ edicts on all important happenings in the Empire.

The pattern disclosed by the data analysis is that, when the socio-political order of
Imperial China faced rebellions and unrests it attempted to restore itself, besides other
means, through re-assertion of the traditional political value of loyalty and traditional
kinship values of filiality and chastity, which had contributed to the stabilization of the
political and kinship institutions. The means of value-assertion took the form of award-
ing imperial honors for faithful enactments of the |
at different frequencres to. dlfferent 3
contribution to the restoratlon “of the. tzkadrtm cm-pohtrcal system.

Taken together, tradmonal values are found more frequently honored as social

more important for gr
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disturbance increased.

The relative contribution of certain values is found changed in the course of deve-
lopment of disturbance. Those values which acquired increased importance to the
restoration of social order received higher frequency of being honored, c.g., loyalty in
1850-1875. Values of diminishing importance had lower frequency of honors, e.g,
familism in 1876-1191.

The relative importance of certain groups to the restoration of social order is also
Those groups who ac-

quired increased importance to the restorati ceived higher frequency of
850-18 groups of diminishing importance

; .y nchus in 1876-1911.

}uﬁered decreased importance so did their dependent groups. And

subsequently, - these dependent groups showed a lower frequency of honors. For

instance, the Manchu widows in 1850-1875 and 1876- 1911.

being honored, eg, the gentry




