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The Route from T’ai Yiian Northwest to Chan-yu Tu-hu-fu and the
Three Cities along the Yellow River during the T’ang Dynasty
(A Summary)

Yen Keng-wang

strategic post of North

Tai Yiian had been the pivot of comm
ie even more obvious when

China throughout Chinese history..

it was made the ern‘Caprt&il}y the“T ang government

During the T’an dynasty the powerful neighbor in the north was the Uigur whose
capital was in ‘what is today Kharabalgasun Hj%F- on the left bank of the Orkhon
River # g & in Outer Mongolia. The main communication route from the Uigur
to T’ang China went from Kharabalgasun scutheastward to P’i-t’i-ch’lian [jasg5i , a dis-
tance of 1,500 /i, then turned southward to Hsi Shou-hsiang-ch’eng pgsZ[4% (on the
northwest bank of the Wu-chia River F jjjjjaj , the old course of the Yellow River)
through Kao-ch’ileh gpg (lat. 41°20° N., long. 107°25° E.) for 300 /L. From Hsi
Shou-hsiang-ch’eng, it went straight southward to Ch’ang An by way of Ling-chou
M, the present Ling-wuggigt , a total distance of 2,100 /; alternately it went eastward
through Chan-yii Tu-hu-fu 88 -F-#:2% ff , 30-40 li southwest of the Huhehot City nowa-
days, and then turned southeast to Yen—men-kuan WEF5ES ;T’ Yiian Fu, the present
Chin-ylian =5 , and ﬁnally south
altogether. And thus Lingx
communication line

n the T’ang and the Uigur. They were also two strategic

posts for the defence of the T’ang Empire against the Uigurians and other northern bar-
barians. The route by way of Ling-chou was the shorter one. However, there are
deserts in the north and the Heng Mountains #l; in the south and along the whole
route, it was desolate and the population was scarce. By contrast, the route by way of
T’ai Yiian was flat, and passed through more prosperous and populous areas. As a
result, the T’ai Yiian route was already more flourishing than those of the Ling-Chou
route even during the early T’ang dynasty. After the rebellion of An Lu-shan and Shih
Ssu-ming, areas in the north and south of Ling-chou were constantly invaded by the
Tibetians, and the route through T’ai Yiian became the only communication line be-
tween the T’ang and the Uigur. Diplomatic missions and traders used this route. This
‘as xamine and describe
ieh to T’ai Yiian. As to
é’“An; it had already been dealt with

article attempts to explain the above-mentioned point

the conditions along the route from the area sou

the communication
in another article in ‘s



