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A History of the Thought-tide of Ming-Ch’ing
Practical Learning

(A Summary)

Wong Yuk

For Ko Jung-chin, editor and author
spirit, meliorism, scien pirit, !
dynasty, three types of le g were prevalent the Ch’eng-Chu ratlonahsm the Lu-Wang
idealism, and Lo Ch’in-shun’s ‘materialism which was developed by Wang T’ing-hsiang and
Wu T’ing-han. By practical learning was meant non-religious studies, mainly excluding the
Three Teachings in Ming but including science, technology, strategy, politics, economics,
etymology and philology. The defect of this definition lies in the fact that Chu and Wang
(Yang-ming) took part in political affairs and grappled with ethico-social problems.

The three volumes give a critical account of the rise, the climax, and the fall of practical
learning. By visiting the native villages of some philosophers, several authors were able to
obtain precious materials from their descendants. The first model of such thought-tide was
Lo who went through period when he was deeply interested with philology and Ch’an
Buddhism. Eventually, he came to condemn both Ch’an and Wang Yang-ming’s doctrine of
liang-chih and compared them to be slippery gourds on water. Ch’ung Erh-chii:was mistak-
enly approvmg Lo’s 1dent1f1cat1on of hang -chih and the authentic ‘consciousness in the
ha. d to detect that Wang
I e-Ideation School and made it a
seed-doctrine of Chinese rialism. But Ko ’falled to realize that Huang Wan'’s over-
emphasized on Chu’s reliance on Ch’an and Ch’eng I. Mo Ming-che even applauded Ts’ui
Hsien'’s labeling Lu-Wang as Confucians of the warlord-type. I agree with Chia Shun-hsien’s
appreciation of Yang Shen who shed new light on old terms. Pu Chin-chih deserves praise for
his objection to Ch’en Chien’s downgrading Lu-Wang to be Ch’an Buddhists. Mou Chung-
chien correctly ranked Kao Kung higher than Hsii Chieh and Chang Chii-cheng. Meng
Teng-chin indicated that Ho Hsin-yin’s egalitarianism preceded Wu Ch’eng-en, Huang
Tsung-hsi and T’ang Chen. Ch’eng Fu-wang vividly elaborated on the literary theories of
Hsii Wei, Li Chih, T’ang Hsien-tsu, Yiian Hung-tao and Yiian Mei. In science and technolo-
gy, Tung Kuang-pi, Tu Shih-jan and Lo Ch’ih briefly revealed the contributions of Li
Shih-chen, Hsii Kuang-ch’i, Fang I-chih, Wang Shih-ch’an and Mei Wen-ting. Regrettably
Chiang Kuang-hui blindly followed Yen Yiian’s popular mistake in thinking that Chu Hsi
advocated quiet-sitting for every disciple. However, T’ang Shih-jen premsel v described L1u
Hsien-t’ing’s versatility, while Wei Tsung-yii €XpOs £ :
thinking, and Meng disclosed Chiao H)




