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An Investigation into Wang Nien-sun’s Theory of Lien-yii

(A Summary)

Chan Hung Kan

The dissyllabic words classified by Wang Nien-sun as lie S#ERE in his Kuang-ya
shu-cheng BEHEBLE and Tu-shu tsa- chih i i%ﬁiﬁ* t - L
tieh-yiin 88 , with a fey i : ty. Wan
aword inhered in the s st erefore mistaken to try to find out the meaning of a lien-yii
by analysing the graphs- ‘which the expression is made up. He also pointed out that the
components of a lien-yii are synonyms and thus they cannot be given different interpretations
separately.

Wang noted that the variants of a lien-yii were sometimes a result of change of sound.
He also discussed the various relations of sound of these lien-yii and divided them into a
number of categories: tieh-yiin chi chuan 87828 | shuang-sheng chi hsiang-chin %% 2t
it , cheng-chuan 1% | pien-chuan %% | chi-yen & & and hsii-yen (R & , ch’ih-yen {53
and yiieh-yen ¥95 .

Wang pointed out that the meaning of a /ien-yii inhered in the sound and criticised the
mistake of other scholar in deriving the meaning from too literal an interpretation of the
graphs. Although the meanings of a lien-yii are many, they are derived from a single core
meaning. The characteristic of a lien-yii, according to Wang, is that its:components can be
used together or smgly, and it is even poss1ble for the order of 1€ ¢ gonents to be reversed.

meanings, it does not ap ly to all lien-yii. In fact, the meanings of some lien-yii are the
aggregate of the meaning of their components. Secondly, Wang did not seem to have given
an explicit reason for thinking that the meaning of a lien-yii was never the aggregate of the
meaning of its components. Thirdly, Wang did not go into the reasons why lien-yii came to be
used to designate a particular thing. Fourthly, while Wang insisted that the meaning of a
lien-yii inhered in the sound, he, nevertheless, attempted to find out the graphs with which it
was originally written. Fifthly, Wang did not seem to be aware of cases when two lien-yii in
the same sentence are variants. Lastly, Wang did not go into the cause of the formation of
lien-yii.

On the whole, Wang’s achievement in his studies of lien-yii put in the shade his
contemporaries such as Tai Chen #(5% , Ch’eng Yao-t’ien ’E%Eﬂ Tuan Yu ts ai B E# and
Hao Yi-hsing #il&h




